Muhammad Ali once said,”Hating people because of their color is wrong, and it doesn't matter which color does the hating . It’s just plain wrong.” Ali’s wise words are telling people that judging someone based on the color of his/her skin is wrong. Harper Lee is also trying to get this message across in her fictional novel To Kill a Mockingbird. To Kill a Mockingbird is an emotional story about two children, Jem and Scout, and their father Atticus, and their experiences with racism in the south in the 1930’s. Jem, Scout and Atticus all have different views and reactions to racism, yet they all still agree that racism is wrong. The color of someones skin does not define who that person is.  

Judging people based on their skin color has been going on in society for quite some time now, and everybody deals with it in a different way. “It ain’t right Atticus” (Lee 284). Jem’s reaction to the verdict of the trial of Tom Robinson was that he was very confused on how they could say Tom was guilty on such little evidence.  “But around here once you have a drop of Negro blood, that makes you all black” (Lee 216). Jem was just starting to understand racism, but he still did not understand all the judging when in fact everybody could have a drop of Negro blood in them and they just did not know it. To Jem, dealing with racism in the South was difficult especially when he did not understand it completely. 

Sometimes understanding why people judge is harder than understanding what they are judging you for. "You aren't really a nigger-lover, then, are you?" (Lee 144). Scout did not understand why people were calling her father a “Nigger-lover” and what her father was doing when he decided to be Tom Robinson's  lawyer. “Naw, Jem, I think there’s just one kind of folks. Folks” (Lee 304).  Scout really could not understand why people could judge someone based on their skin color, to her everybody was the same on the inside, so what they looked like on the outside did not matter. Scout knew judging people based on skin color was wrong, and through her innocence she would help others understand how wrong it was too. 

Figuring out who someone really is starts on the inside not the outside. Atticus Finch is the best character to show that people are deeper then color, he stopped caring what others thought of him and he did what he knew was right. “I certainly am. I do my best to love everybody...I’m hard put, sometimes-baby, it’s never an insult to be called what somebody thinks is a bad name” (Lee 144). Atticus knows everything that he will go through when he decides to take Tom Robinson's case, but he as a father needs to teach his two children that racism is wrong and that people who judge based on skin color are “trash”. "As you grow older, you'll see white men cheat black men every day of your life, but let me tell you something and don't you forget it—whenever a white man does that to a black man, no matter who he is, how rich he is, or how fine a family he comes from, that white man is trash” (Lee 295). Atticus loves somebody not for what they look like, but for whom they are on the inside. 

The color of someones skin does not define who that person is.  Jem, Scout and Atticus all witnessed racism and they all had to deal with it, but they all did in different ways. Yes, racism still goes on today in our society, maybe not as harsh , but it is still happening all around us. Years from now lets hope everybody can love everybody no matter what they look like on the outside. What can we all do to stop racism in our lives? 
